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'* BotTOir, tgdi Jmmtuj^ 1804, 

AT a meeting pf tbe Society for propagating the Goipel 
among the Indians^ and others, in North-Americai 

V0TED9 That the thanks of tiie Society be given to the Rev, 
Dr. LATHROP9 for his Sermon preached before them this daj, 
jmd that hf be re<)uefted j^o give a copy of the iame> to be 
printed for the Benefit of the Society ; and that the Rev. Dr. 
M0&SE9 the Rev. '^. Eliot, and the Rev. Dr. Eckley, be 
a Committee to prepare a fokwUe- Appendix, to accompany 
the Difcourfe, and carry into effed the intentipn of He^ 
jpboye Vo^ 

JEDIDIAH MQI^SE, Secrttf^. 
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The Connexion between Knowledge^ 
Faitky and Salvation. 



DISCOURSE. 



ROMANS, X. 13, 14, 15. 

•*/0-R IVHOSOErER SHALL CALL ON THE NAME OF 
•^ THE LORD SHALL BE SAF^D. 

^^ HOHT THEN SHALL THEV CALL ON HIM IN 
** WHOM THET HAFE NOT B^LIEFED f AND HOW 
^^ SHALL THEr BELIEVE IN HIMy OF WHOM THET 
** HAFE NOT HEARD ? AND flOW SHALL THET HEAR 
** WITHOUT A PREACHER ? 
n " AlfD HOW SHALL fHET PLEACH EXCEPT THEr 

^ ''BE SENT?'' 

J 1 O make known the mercy, which God 

r had prepared for mankind, from the foundation of 
I the world, was the great hufipefs of the prophets, b^ 

r 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 






( 6 ). 

fore tbc coming of our Lord ; k wa$ the gi^t bqfi- 
nefs of the Appftles, after their Mafter had finiflied 
bis work, and returned to his Father : It hath been 
the great bufinefs of chriftian minifters, in all ages 
of the churchy and will be their byfinefs to the end 
of the worlds, , . ^ 

To propagite' religious knowledge, among fuch of 
of our fellowHcre^tures as are defUtute of it, on this 
quarter of the globe, is the bufinefs of the Society, 
at whofe requeft, we have now affembled in the 
houfe of God. 

The words of the ^poftle now before us will lead 
us to difcourfe. 

On the connexion between knowledge suid faith ; 

On the connexion between faith and f^valioil : . 

On the deplorable<ondition of fuch of the human 
^oe, as are ilill in th^ darknefs of heathenifm % a^d. 

On the obligations, which Chriftians are under^ 
to coinmuriicate the knowledge of falvation, to fuch 
of their fellow-creatures, as^ are wholly without it ; 
and to fuch, as enjoy the means of acquiring i^ but 
jto a very imperfe^ degree. 

The connexion between knowledge and faith, is 
(uch, that the latter camot ^xift without the former. 

There may be a degree of religious knowledge, 
where the faith of the gofpel is Wianting ; but that 
faith which is unto life, cannot cxlft, where thi 
S^nowledge of the truth has not b^ii rcceived# 
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As £uth cottedi by bearing, it is firft o£ aU necd"*^ 
firry, that we. poffcfa the knowledge of the truth. 
This knowledge is to be foimd in the fcriptures of" 
■die Old and New Teftament, m the Bibk^ which \% 
the ward of God. It was originally communicated, 
by extraordinary revelation from heaven ^ but ex*' 
traordinary communications, in this age of the worlds 
are not to be expsfbd. Since the facted volumes 
were completed, there have been no vifions, no 
voices from heaven, no immediate revelations, for 
•die inftru£tion and dire£don of the childrai of mem 

Every branch of kn0wle4ge contained in the f^ 
cred vohimes, is worthy of our ferious regard ; but 
the branch, which more particularly calls our attear 
tioa, on the ptefent occafion, is that, which has re-^ 
fpeft xo the pardixi of finners, and their acc^ance 
to tfae&vourof God. 

Devout acknowledgments aire due, for the early 
difcoveries, which an offended Sovereign was pleafed 
to make of his mercy ; and for the plan of redemp- 
tion, firft opened to the father of oiir rade. Belbre 
our guilty parents were' driven from paradife, their 
jjbrrows were alleviated, by the hope of a Saviour. 
While trembling before Jehovah, and expeftingthe 
puniihment of their offence, the promife of the wo- 
mzxi*%Jeedy who fliall bruife the head of the ferpenty 
gave them comfort. This was the firft knowledge 
oJF falvatfon, which Gtxi was pleafed to give to guil- 
ty man. The propitioufhefs trf the divine nature was 
i}luftrated ;md confirmed by fiibfequent revelations^ 

On this wife, Jehovah made himfelf known to Mo^- 
fes^ The Lord defcended in a cloud, and proclaim* 
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ed, ^^ Hie Lord j the Lord God, merciful and gra^ 
cious, long-fuffering, and abundant in goodnefs and 
truth ; keeping mercies for thoufands ; forgiving 
iniquity, and tranfgreifion, land fin/' Hoir impor- 
tant is this revelation ! And how different the con- 
ceptions, which the Hebrews 'had of the one true 
God, from the conceptions, which the wifeft among 
the hei^hen have entertained of their falfe deities ! 
With extreme difficulty, in their opinion, was JufM- 
ter prevailed upon, when angry, to lay afide his thun- 
der. Multitudes of innocent children muft be fa- 
crificed, to render the gods, whom they ferved, pro- 
jntious. But Jehovah declared his mercy unfolrcit^ 
ed, and invited his needy creatures to rely on hit 
abundant goodnefs. 

But while the knowledge of divine mercy, may 
be coUeded from almoit every page of the Bible, it 
is by the gofpel, more particularly, that finners are 
made acquainted with the vJay^ in which they hope 
to be pardoned. 

By the goipel we are affured^ God h mV^\^ to 
forgive. We have the declaration of Jefus him&lf^ 
that ^^ God fo loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whofoevet believeth on him 
fliould not perifli, but have everlafting life- If any 
man fin^ we have an advocate with the Father^ Jefiisf 
Chriil the righteous. And he is the propitiation 
for our fins ; and not for ours only, but alio iox the 
fins of the whole world.*' 

Having this knowledge of the mercy of God, 
nothing will be neceffary to raife in our mind the 
hope of forgivenefs, but repentance and fsuthr Re^ 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



( 9 ) 

pcntance was preached by our Lord himfelf, for the 
forgivenefs of fin. If we believe with all our heart, 
we fhali be faved. 

Agreeably to the method propofed, we fliall now 
confider the connexion, between faith, and falvation* 

In every difpenfation of religion, recorded in the 
book of God, we obferve the beftowment of favours, 
wd thofe of the richeft kind, has been fufpended 
.on certain conditions. The poffeffion of paradife, 
and all the bleflings contained in the covenant made 
with our firft parents, was fufpended on their re- 
maining innocent. The poffeffion of Canaan, and 
all the bkffings contained in the covenant, which 
God made with the Hebrew nation, was fufpended 
on their attention to the commandments and ordi- 
nances of the Mofaic difpenfation. And the gofpel, 
which exhibits the grace of God, more fully than it 
had ever been exhibited before, promifes forgive- 
nefs and eternal life, to thofe, and thofe only, who 
believe. 

No form of words can more fully exprefs the 
connexion between faith and falvation, than the 
very commiffion which our Lord gave to his firfl: 
minifters. " And he faid unto them. Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gofpel to every crea- 
ture. He that believeth and is baptized Ihall be 
faved ; but he that believeth not ihall be damned.'' 

As life and death were fet before the children of 

men, by the minifters of religion under the Mofaic 

difpenfation, fo were the ambaffadors of Chrift di- 

red:ed to fet life and death before the nations of 

B 
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men, to whom they were fent. They were order* 
ed to declare the mercy, which God had prepared, 
firom the foundation of the world. It was their du- 
ty to ufe every argument, which could be drawa 
from the goodnefs of God, and from the neceffities 
of finftil men, to pn-evail on them to repent, and ac- 
cept the offered falvation. But againit thofe who 
would not liften to the meffages of grace — who 
would not fubmit to the government of Chrift, the 
ambaffadors, whom he fent forth with the gofpel, 
were ordered to denounce the condemnation of the 
wicked, and the perdition of ungodly men. 

The connexion between faith and the falvation of 
fmners, is clearly expreifed in the difcoutfes which 
Jefus delivered while executing his miniftfy. " As 
Mofes lifted up the ferpent in the wildernefs, fo muft 
the Son of Man be lifted up, that whofoever be- 
Keveth in him fliould not perifli, but have eternal 
life. He that believeth on him is not condemned ; 
but he that believeth noty is condemned already, be- 
caufe he hath not believed on the name of the only 
begotten Son of God/' 

When we attend to the nature of unbelief, it will 
not appear to us wonderful, that this fin is claffed 
among the vileft. It is contempt of divine authori- 
ty ; for Jefus came with authority from God. God 
fent him into the world. It is contempt of the rich- 
eft mercy j for a pardon is not only offered, but the 
happinefs of heaven, the joys of an endlefs life. 
The language of unbelief is the language of a rebels 
whofe obftinacy cannot be overcome with good- 
nefs, or awed with thrcatenings. If any fubjeft of 
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God's moral government, deferves to be puniflied, 
with everlafting deflruftion, it is he who defpifeth 
the riches of divine goodnefs, and faith in his heart, 
he will not have the Son of God to rule over him. 

While the unbeliever is expofed to the wrath of 
God, bleffings of the moil important nature, arc 
connedled with faith. It is by feith that we are 
made righteous, " For Chrift is the end of the law 
for righteoufnefs, to every one that believeth. If 
thou fhalt confefs with thy mouth the Lord Jefus, 
and fhalt believe in thine heart, that God raifed him 
from the dead, thou fhalt be faved. For with the 
heart man believeth unto righteoufnefs, and with 
the mouth confeffion is made unto falvation/' la 
fuch flrong language did the apofUe Paul exprefs his 
ideas of faith, and of the connexion between faith 
and the falvation of our fouls* 

The connexion between faith and falvation, is not 
an arbitrary one ; it is of a moral kind. It is not 
a mere exercife of the underftanding ; the aSedion« 
are interefted. The faith which juflifies and faves, 
will work by love ; it will purify the heart j it will 
produce " a new creature/' This faith overcom- 
eth the world ; it elevates the thoughts from earth 
to heaven ; it relieves the mind from the fear of 
death and the dread of future mifery. In the ex* 
ercife of faith, we may triumph in our lafl mo- 
ments, and exclaim, in the language of the Apoflle, 
" O death, where is thy fling ! O grave, where is 
thy viftory ! Thanks be unto God, who giveth us 
the viftory, through Jefus Chrifl our Lord#** 
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What has now been faid, relating to the con« 
nexion between faith and the falvation of our fouls, 
will call forth our gratitude to Almighty God, for 
bis goodnefs in granting to us, both the knowledge 
of his mercy, and the means to qualify us, for the 
heavenly ftate. ^ 

Bleffed are our eyes for they fee;, and our ears 
for tlM5y hear, what kings and prophets defired to 
hear and to fee, but could not. No people on earth 
have enjoyed higher adrantages, of a religious na* 
ture, than we enjoy. We have the gofpel in our 
hands. Meflages of grace are delivered to us, every 
Lord's day. Shall we not then pity the multitudes 
who have never heard the gofpel ? Who are defti* 
tute of religious knowledge, and confequently, defti- 
tute of faith, and of the hope of eternal life, which 
we entertain ? 

This is the deplorable condition of multitudes of 
the human race. Multitudes are in Pagan dark- 
nefs. Multitudes are totally ignorant of the true 
God. And among thofe who have a partial ac« 
quaintance with the One Supreme, there are raulti. 
tudes, who are totally ignorant of the falvation, 
which God hath prepared for guilty men. 

Having our mind impreffed with the deplorable 
condition -of thofe who are deftitute of religious 
knowledge, we fliall be prepared to difcourfe. 

On the obligations which Chriftians are under, 
to communicate the knowledge of falvation to fuch 
of their fellow creatures as are wholly without it j 
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and to fuch as enjoy the means of acqmring it, bue 
to a very imperfeft degree. 

The dq)lorable condition of fuch of the human 
race, as are flill in the darknefs of heathenifm^ can- 
not be changed for the better, without the ufe of 
means. When we fay the condition of fuch unhappy 
people cannot be changed for the better without thd 
ufe of means, we would notl>e underftood, as fup^ 
pofing, it is impoffible, that any among the heathen 
can be enlightened and faved, by immediate opera- 
tions of the Spirit of God. ^' With God all things 
*are poffible." Such immediate operations however^ 
are not to be expeded. The apoflle Paul did not 
expeft, that the nations of the world, who were iir 
general idolaters, would be brought to the worfhipr 
of the one true God, until they were made acquaint- 
ed with his perfeftions and government. Before 
they could exerdfe faith, they muft have the knowU 
edge of the truth. Before they could believe, they 
tnuft hear ; and before they could hear, preachers 
muft be fent to them. This -order of things hath 
continued, from the beginning of the gofpel difpen* 
lation to the prefent time. 

The Apoftles were fent by Jefus himfelf, to con. 
vey the knowledge of falvation, " To them that 
were in darknefs, and in the fhadow of death.'* 
This has been the employment of gofpel minifters 
in every age, and is particularly the employment of 
thofe, who are fent as Miffionaries among tho 
Heatheiu 

But while the importance of conveying the know!* 
edge of falvation to thofe who are deftitute of it, muft 
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appear to every one, it was the opinion of St. Paul» 
that none ought to engage in this work, until they 
are fsnt. It is far from being true, that all who 
feel an inclination to become teachers of religion, are 
qualified for that work. 

The firft totn who were fent to preach the gofpel, 
received their inftru£tions and orders from Jefus 
Chrift : and in virtue of the authority thus confer- 
red on them, they gave inftru£Hons and orders to 
others. The Church of Chrift, founded by the 
Apoftles, hath been wonderfully prefervcd ; and, 
ahhough at fome periods, it hath been extremely 
corrupt in dodrine, and in pradice, its form hath 
remained ; and there have been men, in every age, 
who were not only entrufted with the difpenfation of 
the word, and the ordinances of the New Teftament, 
but with the appointment of others to the fame office. 

Pious and charitable men in various parts of the 
world, have not only fupported the inftitutions of 
religion, in the places where they lived ; but from 
the pureft motives, have formed affociations to ex* 
tend the Redeemer's kingdom, by fending the 
knowledge of falvation to the dark parts of the 
earth. 

The affociations for the purpofes now mentioned, 
which were formed in England and in Scotland, a 
little more than a century ago, have been produc* 
t}ve of vaft good. 

In imitation of the laudable example, of the coun- 
try from whence our fathers came, pious and char- 
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itable men have formed aflbciations, for like beaev«> 
olent purpofes, in this part of the world. 

The Society in Scotland, " for propagating ChriC 
tian Knowledge/' early thought of extending the 
benefits of their inftitution, to the Indian tribes hx 
America. To facilitate thdr benevolent defigns, 
they eftabliflied three Boards of Correfpondents 
in this country. " One at Bofton, one at Connefti^ 
cut, and one at New Jcrfey. * 

As the objed of thofe correfpondent focieties, was 
to propagate Chriftian Knowledge among the In- 
dians only, a number of refpeftable gentlemen in 
this Commonwealth, requefted leave to eftablifh a 
' fociety of the fame kind,^ but on a more extended 
plan ; with powers to fend Miffionaries to the new 
plantations on our own borders, as well as to the 
native Indians. Accordingly, a Society was incor- 
porated by the government of this Commonwealth, 
in 1787, by the name of "The Society for propa- 
gating the Gofpel among the Indians and others^ in 
North America.*' 

Although this fociety hath been incorporated 
about 17 years, it hath not, until the prefent time, 
had a public difcourfe to increafe its funds, and 
bring its objects more generally into view. From 
the following narrative! it will appear, we hope, that 
the general defign of the inftitution hath not been 

* Reverend James Brown's : Sermon, preached before the Society In 
Scotland, for propagating Chriftian Knowledge, X769. 

t Sereral detail, which, in the delivery of the difcouric, were nude 
in this place, are thought to he more proper for the Appendix, to which 
the reader is referred. 
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ne^eded. Though filent in its operation8, the So« 
ciety hath been conftant in its endeavours, to pro- 
piote the knowledge of falvation, among the In- 
dians, and others, in a great meafure, deftitute of the 
gofpel* 

As the Society from the firft, hath depended on 
public and private patronage, for ability to execute 
its pious defigns, the funds were not fufficiently ef- 
tablifhed before the year 1791, to begin the work 
for which it was inftituted. From that year, how- 
ever, to the prefent, three MifSonaries have been 
conftantly employed by the Society, and Ibme part 
of the time four^ among different tribes of Indians. 

. Two or three Miffionaries among the poor people 
in the New Plantations, have alfo been employed, 
annually, during the fummer feafon, and a part of 
the autumn, with only the exception of one year, 
from 1791, to 1803. 

Befides the fupport of Miffionaries, the Society 
has been at conftant expenfe in maintaining fchools 
among people, who, otherwife muft have been 
wholly without the means of education for thdr 
children : and the Society regrets exceedingly, its 
want of ability to do more in this way. 

The fupport of fchools in other parts erf" the 
world, particularly in Scotland, has been attended 
with the moft happy effefts, and given a new ap- 
pearance to the once rude, and almoft barbarous 
parts of that kingdom. -r ■ ■ 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



( ?7 ) 

The MiflJoQafUs employed by the Society, have 
bega fapplicid with Bibles, and a variety of ferious^ 
^nd d^votippal books, which they have diftributed 
?imong the people to whom they have minifter^d. 
The fchools alfo, under the care of the Society, have 
been fuppHed with fuch books as were wanted for 
children, 

. Althouglj the Society has given all the aid In itt 
pQweir, towards the fupport of Miffionarjes among 
th? Indiana, it cannot fey, that much good hath re-» 
fulted from that part of its labouts* Experience 
hath tanght this .Society, and others of a fimilai: 
nature, that attempts to propagate the Gofpel 
ftfTiong th^ natives qf the wildernefs, in their wild 
and favage ftat^ will be to little purpofe. The fotf 
efts mud be cleared away, and the ground tei^ be 
prepared, before the feed is to be fowed, or a har- 
veft is to be expeded. This doftrine, which every 
huibandman underftands, is equally true in fpiritual 
things as in temporal. The parable, which ouf 
Lord delivered to " the multitude, gathered togeth* 
er unto him,'' a$ we read iir the 1 3th chapter of 
Matthew, may be applied, with great propriety, to 
the fubjeft, which we are confrdering. " The feeds 
which firfl by the way fide— *upon ftony places, and 
among thorns,** ferved as food for the birds, but 
for no other purpofe : whil^ the feed caft into 
ground, properly prepared, brought forth fruit, 
fome an hundred fold, fome fixty, and fome thirty.**^ 

The concern which the preacher bad in the edu»^ 
-tation of Indians, in the early part of his life, led 
bim to form an opinioif, wbidf^ubfequent obferva^ 

C . 
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tlon hath confirmed, with rcfpeCk to attempts to 
chriftianize the Heathen, before they are in fome 
meafure civilized. In a number of inftances, he 
had the mortification of feeing his labours loft. 

Some of the moft promifing children were, taken 
from diftant tribes, and at great expenfe, prepared 
to give ufeful inftruftion to their brethren. But 
when they had finiflied their education, and were 
fent back to their native tribes, the knowledge which 
they had acquired, and the manners which they 
brought back with them, were fubjefts of contempt 
and ridicule. Either froip indination, or a defire 
to live peaceably with their Pagan connexions, the 
great eft part of them, foon abandoned the work on 
which they were fent, and became hdians again. 

- On this particular, I beg leave to repeat a few fen- 
tences from a fermon, [»*eached by the Bilhop of 
Norwich, " before the Society, for the prop^^tion 
of the Gofpel in foreign parts," on the 17th Febru^ 
^j 1797- * 

** The native Indian hath long been the objed of 
our anxious cpmmiferation. He h ftill however^ 
far withdrawn from the reach of our good offices^ 
So long as the habits of erratic life prevail, it will be 
difficult, if not impoffible, to make any lafting ira^ 
preffions upon his mind : the little knowledge he 
may acquire, and the fmall advances he may make 
towards civiliaHiori, during his intercourfe with the 
European fettler, are prefently expunged from his 
Irecolledion by the return of old habits, and the uik. 
conquerable love of ikvage life." To the above ob- 
fervations, the Right Reverend Bifhop adds, "T© 
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Hus evU I fear there is no effedual remedy, but ear- 
ly education." 

That the Indians in America, are capable of re- 
ceiving inflrudion, and of acquiring the refinements 
of civil life, will not be made a queftion, by any 
who have an opportunity to become acquainted 
with them, and to obferve the proficiency which fome 
of them have made in the ufeful arts, and in gene- 
ral, literature, in a given fpace of time. They are 
not inferior, either in the powers of body or mind, to 
the natives of the other three quarters of the world. 
What education, in connexion with the Chriftian re- 
ligion, has done for native Europeans, education 
and the Chriftian religion, may do for native Amer- 
leans. 

Although attempts to chriftianize the Indians of 
"North America, hitherto, have been attended with 
little eflPed, it is the wifh of the pious and benevo- 
lent, that attempts may ftill be continued. If ex- 
perience hath pointed out defefts and errors, in for- 
mer attempts, new experiments, and conduced on 
diflferent principles, may hereafter fucceed. 

The MifTionaries, in Paraguay, carried the arts of 
civil life, to the natives of that country ; and if cred- 
it may be given to their hiftorian,* the changes pro- 
duced in the habits of the pagans were wonderful. 

The firft thing attempted by thofe Miffionaries, 
was to convince the Indians, to whom they were 
fent, that comforts c^ a temporal nature^ are to be 
found in a ftate of civilization, far more numerous 

* Relation Df the Miffions in Paraguay, by Muratori, London, 1759* 
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and certain, than can be found in a lavage eofiditStkii ' 

This conviftion they gave by cultivating the Itod* 

In this way, the natives had an opportunity to fee, 

what labour will produce. ** Every Indikn,'* fayg 

the hiftorian, " let him reafon ever fo little, k very 

fenfible of the wretched, fotmer condition "bf hi§ 

forefathers, and perhaps, of his own, when he led 

the life of a t)rute, in the woods. He know^, thait 

if he enjoys the advantages of civil fociety, that if he 

has renounced thofe (hocking meals, w'here the flfefK 

of his fellow creature was the favourite difli ; Ik 

fine, that if he fpends his days in peace and fcotit^nf, 

he owes thofe bleffings, to the care of the Miffio6a» 

ries. But however great thefe may be thought, 

there is another infinitely fuperior, and of greater 

power to make the Indians acknowledge their obli- 

gatioM to the Miffionaries, I mean, the kjiowledge 

of the true God, and the bappiriefs of living in tte 

true and holy religion* '' . 

Attempts to civilize fome of the Indian tribes, 
near the Miflifippi, we are informed, have lately put 
on a flattering appearance. The calls on the fuper- 
intendents of Indian aflairs, for the inftruments of 
hulbandryi and domeftic manufafltories, give fbrae 
reafon to hope, the heathen in that quarter of this 
^United States, may forfake their old habits, and be 
in a condition to receive the gofp^U 

The phitofc^her end the Chriftian, fee! m intereft 

tin every experiment that is madie, to, raife the native 

Indian from his fordid and miferabk Hate.' Tbey 

-tjnitein their wiihes, that a fair trial: may te made, 

and that in the evciit, they may fee the wildernefs, 
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In flich fieldn, as ihay be <>p«wd to ptopagatc th* 
Goipeiin tbe wild^rnefs^ and are opening in thoft 
Jiart3 of our widely exiaadcd cooutti^^ ivhkh have 
been Lately fealed, it is 6ur deVout praydr» that t\» 
^ood feed of the word may be fowed, and not tares ; 
that the fpiritual hnlbaiidtncn, who fliall befent in- 
to them, may be wife and prudfettt ; enable of dif- 
littgtiiltlhig between tteit which is g6od, arid thdk 
^hich is evil : and more zeklous to prt^mote pnioi 
Chriftianity, than the peculiarities df any fefts and 
denominations. 

An eminent clergyman, of the church of Scot- 
l^d, m a fermon, preached befbii the Society foir 
propagating Chriftian khowledge, ill ty6^y afligiis 4 
reafon, why the charities, which in that cototry, 
were granted for the beft pur'pofes^ had not beeA 
,produfl:ive of more happy effeds. "Miflionary 
Minifters,** fays he, ^^ have long, yet with littlt 
Juccefs, been employed abroad ; for this plain rea- 
fon, that too many of them have endeavoured to 
propagate the religion of a party, rather than the re- 
. tigion of Jefus^ and have had a polit»cal, more liiaa 
.ft fecr^dend in view."* 

iSincere Chriftians, may certainly unite in the 
conimon caufe of religion ; and nothing will go far- 
ther to prevent the good, which may be done by 
Miflioharies, and other Chriftian Mi&ifters^ thatv the 
want of charity,, which they have fomejimes difcot- 
cred. 

• The Rev. James Brown. 
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^ffionary fockdes cannot be too careful in the 
ointment of the men, whom they employ ta 
pagate the gofpel. The whole bufinefs will be 
*i «tlratcd, if the people to whom Miffionaries are 
fent, entertain an opinion, that their objed is more 
to make difciples to particular names, or fyftems of 
do£trine, than t;o make real ChrifUans. 

To convert people from one denomination of 
Chriftians to another, may employ the zeal, and flat- 
ter the pride of the bigot ; . but it will be well to in- 
quire, in what refpefts are thofe converts better 
than they were before ? 

While it is our duty to ** contend earneflly for 
the faith once delivered to the faints," it is impoffible 
for us to believe, that after Jefus gave his life for 
the world, he fufpended the falvation of immortal 
fouls, on the obfervance of particular modes and 
forms, or the manner of obferving any particular 
inftitutions. It is impojftble for us to believe, the 
gate of heaven will be fliut againft any humble 
Chrifl;ians, although the fignof the crofs were omit- 
ted in their baptifm, or the laver which was ufed on 
the occafion, were not fufiicient for their immerfion. 

But if Chrift will not rejefl: the humble and fin- 
cere, although they may have different ideas with 
refpeft to fome of the appendages of religion, his 
difciples ought not to rejeft any from their com- 
munion, unlefs they have more weighty reafons. 

That charity which is charafteriftic of the true 
Chriftian, is not confined to a fmall circle. It is no- 
ble and generous. It embracetb all the humble fol- 
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lowers of Chrift, of whatever church they may be 
members* 

At a time when the enemies of the gofpel, are 
employing all their powers to deftroy the founda- 
tion of our hope, Chriftian Minifters, are particu- 
larly called to unitCy and aflift one another* 

But as one deiign of this difcourfe, is to requeft 
the charitable and the wealtliy, to contribute to the 
funds of this Society, a part of my duty is ftill to 
be performed. 

If this Society, inftituted for the mod benevolent 
purpofes, hath religioufly attended to the objed for 
which it was incorporated, it may ftill exped the 
patronage of the Government, and of all good men. 

Without boafting we may fay, we have done the 
bed we could, with the means which have been in 
our hands. The Miffionaries whom we have em- 
ployed, have, without exception, been irreproach- 
able J and of fome of them it may be faid, " their 
praife is in all the churches.*' 

But as the field is extenfive, many more labourers 
are wanted. Could the funds be fufiiciently en- 
larged, it would be a pleafing thing to fend Miffion- 
aries, not only to carry the Gofpel among the Indians, 
but to inculcate, on the natives of the wildemefs, 
the order which Jehovah gave to the firfl of our 
race, " Replenijh the earthy and subdue it." To 
ftibdue the earth, was the duty of man, while inno- 
cent } and thofe nations, who are too proud, or too 
indolent to obey that original order, mufl, fooner or 
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ators of the ground* 

.. the fuod^ of the Sopety wo'ff (u^i^kfntii qiiKb 
mor^ might be done tp civiiize, aiid chriftiaaize the 
In4ians : much more flight be 4one fcH* our friend^ 
in the new plantations. Nothing, perhaps^ ^^^14 
tend more to the profperity and happinefs of thofe 
tnterprifingy and iadufti:iQus people, than the eftab- 
liibment of a few learned and prudent Minifteff 
among tfaem, who in thci fumpier feafon might aft 
as Miflionaries, and in the winter, be tmw at Hoq^^ 
with their particular pariflies. A few fuch Minifters, 
well fupported, and reputable for their jnety and 
learning', would not only ferve as fteady lights arid 
guides, to whom people might repair at all times, 
for direftion in their fpiritual concerns ; but they 
would prevent much of the mifchief, which is dpne 
by wandering enthufiafts, and vicious impoftors^ 
who, without credentials, without knowledge, or any 
thing to command refped, have infefled our new 
plaptations. Schools alfo are exceedingly wanted, 
but cannot be eftabliftied withoi^t farther aid. 

Permit me now to requefl: the aid, which is fa 
much needed. 

The Government of the Commonwealth, fenfible 
of the importance of religion, and of knowledge, to 
the prefent comfort, and the future happinefs of the 
children of men, has frequently placed funis of 
money, in the hands of this Society ,1 for the fupport 
of MiiTionaries, and the inftruftprs of fchools. The 
Society, humbly requefts, f?irther aids ; and feels ^ 
confidence, that the requeft, which it m^ds^es, not fpr 
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•Itfelf, but for multitudes periftiing in igTOrane*^ 
lirill be granted. 

Wealthy individuals noW have an dpjiortunity, to 
do eflential fervice to theif fellow creatures. What 
you give for the fupport ofVeligion, and the promo- 

" tion of knowledge ambng the ignorant, will tend to 
the general happinefs, as well as to the happinefs of 
thofe who fliall be the immediate partakers of the 

' benefit. 

The reftiaints of ^eligion^ are the moft powerful^ 
that can be laid on the mind of man. The chaise 
produced by the mild, and righteous precepts of the 

! Oofpel, on the character of nations, which a few 
centuries ago, were fierce and cruel, is acknowledged 

I by fome of the beft writers.* 

People deftitute of religion, and deftitute of knowl- 
edge, in remote pjirts of the country, where the 
laws J^re with difficulty executed, will be factious 
and quarrelfome ; neither life, or property^ can be 
fafe among them. 

» 

To the pious who love religion, and pray that the 
kingdom of the Redeemer may be eftabliihed 
throughout the world, we may look with affurancc 
• of fuccefs. 

It is indeed, the dectee of Heaven, that ^^ the earth 

fhall be filled with the knowledge of the Lord j'^ 

■ but this knowledge is not to be expeded, by imme«^ 

* See a work, entitled^ *' An Enqmiy into the foundation and hiHory •! 
tkc Law of Nations in Bvope.** By RICHARD WARD, Bfi|. 

D 
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te communiGations : fince the days of the Apof- 
5, faith muft come by hearing. 

To fupport men who fhall be employed to preach 
the gofpel to the poor, and to fuch as have never 
beard it, your charity is aow requefted } your aid has 
frequently been folicited to public and benevolent* 
inftitutions ; but you never had an obje6k propofed 
to you, which had a ftronger claim to yoijr atten- 
tion, than the prefent. To. feed the hungry, and 
clothe the naked, and fan the fpark of life when al- 
mpft extinquifhed, is humane ; but to aid, in faving 
fouls from death, 'is benevolence divine. 

Chriftians will call to mind the facrifice which Jefuf 
made for thdr good^ and cheerfully o£Fer, what i^ 
required of them, for the good of others. 

You have an opportunity to co-operate with your 
Lord and Mafter, in a work, which engaged his 
moft painful attention. " He fhall fee of the travail 
of his foul, and fliall be fetisfied.'* The reward of 
your fervices fhall alfo be great, when your Lord 
fhall fay unto you, " Come, ye bleffed of my Father, 
Inherit the kingdom prepared for you, from the 
foundation of the world.** 



AMEN. 
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ADDRESS, 



TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE NEW PLANTATIONS IM 

THE DISTRICT OF MAINE. 



BREmREN AND FELLOWr-CiriZENSy 

The Society for propagating the Gofyd^ of 
i;rhofe origin, defign and labours you have an act 
count in the foregoing and following pages, urged 
by motives worthy their inftitution, and by a foKci* 
tude to promote both your temporal and fpiritual 
welfare, affedlionately oflfer to your ferious confider* 
ation, a few friendly obfervations. 

From the information, which you will find in the 
preceding judicious difcourfe, and in the following 
iiiflorical (ketch of the Society, you will, we truft, 
perceive, that we have felt, and ftlll feel, an ardent 
defire to be ufcful to you and to your children* 
The importance and benefits of a preached gofpel, 
and a regular ad minift ration of the ChrHlian ordi* 
nances, are dated and urged in the difcourfe to 
which we have juft alluded, in a manner, which we 
think cannot fail to convince your underftandingg 
and imprefs your hearts, r 

Although the Society, as appears from its title, 
was originally defigned to " prop^ate the gofpel 
anjong the Indiam in North- America,'* and much 
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has been done for this unhappy portion of our raco^ 
agreeably to this defign, yet the benefits of our in* 
ftitution have not been confined to thefe wandering 
tribes, but have been extended to our brethren, who 
are ufefully engaged in fubduing the forefts, and 
turning the wildernefs into fruitful fields, and who 
have not acquired the means' of maintaining n 
preached gofpel among them, or of fupportin^ 
fchools for the education of their children. Itie 
hope that we may be the humble inftruments of 
promoting your beft happinefs, animates our hearts. 
The expedation, that through our efforts joined 
with your own, and crowned with the bleffiag of 
heaven, ^ghtly fteeples, in a due proportioa to your 
numbers, will fucceed to the towering trees of th^ 
foreft, which (hall be overthrown by your iaduftry^ 
afid that the wild wildernefs will ere long become 
vocal with the praffes pf thp Moft High God, iq< 
fpire us with zeal to employ all our means to ac« 
complifl) thefe noble purpofes^. 

Moft of you, brethren, hay<? recrfved your educa* 
tion and formed your habits in thofe parts of New 
England, where the public worlhip of Qod and the 
prdinances of th^ gofpel have been r^ularly main«^ 
tained. You, therefore, from yopr own expepenci? 
know their value, And can yoy doubt whether 
mankind, in their private and focial connexions, to 
lay nothing of their futyre and eternaUinterefts, ara 
pot made more dignified and happy by thefe inftitUT 
tions ? Is not the truth and excellence of the Chrif- 
tian Religion proved by its beneficial effeds upon fo- 
ciety ? Will you not then cordially co-operate with 
))s in fapporting this rdigion among yourfeives^ 
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when your own bappinefs and that of your poftert^ 
ty fo much depends upon it ? 

In this divine and admirable fyftem of religion: 
and morality, you find inculcated, as means of true 
luippinefs, love fupreme to God and love to man ; 
induftry, and economy, temperance and chaftity, 
compaffion to the afflided, and forgivehefs of inju* 
ties, the bve of our country, obedience to parental 
and civil authority, refped to magiftrates, and all 
thofe a&dions of heart, and duties of life, whick 
manifeftly tend to render man the friend of man, 
wd to eitablifh heavenly happinefs upon earth. 

Imagine whatv^ould be the fituation of your chil- 
dren, fhould you fuflfer them to grow to adult age,, 
without the advantages of fchool education, of pub- 
tfc inftrudion, and focial worfhip on the Sabbath. 
Can you bear to think of them as ignorant, without 
morals, without religion, a prey to temptation, with 
little profped of being ufeful in this world, and no 
hope of heaven hereafter ? Such thoughts concern- 
ing your children muft fill you with the moft alarm- 
ing appreh^ons, and the tender^ft concern for 
their welfare. 

With affedHonate folicitude for your happinefs and 
jhat of your pofterity, brethren and fellow-citizens, 
we oflfer you all that aid, which the funds of our 
Jnftitntion will allow. We only aik of you to co* 
pperate with us all in your power, to eflfed a pUI*T 
po(e in which your higheft interefts are involved* 
for your fakes we cheerfully exhauit our refources« 
yor your fafees yre foycit donations from the wealthy 
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^md benevoleot* For your benefit we petition m in- 
dulgent government f(^ aid. We wifli not to coa^ 
fine our exertions to the fupport of Miffionaries, and 
to the fpread of the Bible and other religions books 
among you ; we are defirous of attempting the eflab^ 
liihment of fchools, and thus fumiflung you wkk 
the means of education for your children. Wt 
hope our endeavours, feeble and limited as they may 
be, aided by the patronage of the government, and 
the liberality of proprietors of land in your coua^ 
try, with the hearty concurrence of yeur own ex* 
ertions, will place your children under very valua- 
ble advantages for improvement So wiU they be 
IJkely to grow up and call you blefled, and prove the 
comfort of your declining years, and blefEngs to 
their country. 

We wift, brethren, to imprefs your minds with 
<he importance of eftablifliing among yourfelves, as 
eai'ly as yoiy* means will admit, pious, difo-eet, and 
iesirned minifters of the gofpel, and of employing as 
fchool matters, men of competent abilities, and of 
good morals. Such minifters and fuch fchool mat 
ters, by their inftru£lions and their example, will 
have a moft powerful and beneficial influence on the 
rifing generation, and will mightily conduce, by the 
blefling of Heaven, to preferve your families, and 
your towns, in peace, harmony and general profi 
perity. Bad men will in this cafe, be prevented 
from intruding themfelves among you, and corrupt- 
ifig the morals of your youth, by their profligate 
xonverfation and manners. Good and wfaolefome 
members of fociety will be induced to come and 
phm themfelves and their families among fueh 
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ncighbtfurs and friends as they will find in you- 
JWeflings more than we can enumerate, will be your 
portion, if you eftablifli and cherifli thefe inftitu- 
tions. Though you are planted in the bofom of a 
free, enlightened and plentiful country, yet without 
the love and praftice of true religion, and the focial 
virtues, it is in>poffible you fliould be happy ; the 
foil fubdued by your induftry, and all the wealth 
you cauf accumulate, cannot afford any folid ground 
of true enjoyment and profperity, if unaccompanied 
with Chriftian piety and morality. 

Of fo great importance to you is the Chriflian 
Religion, and its inftitutions, in refpeft to your hap- 
pinefs in this life ; of infinitely greater moment to 
you, are they in refped to the life which is to come. 

We earneftly wifli you, brethren, to confider your- 
felves as probationers for eternity. Life and death, 
tieaven and hell are before you. . The bleffings of 
the one and the miferfes of the other are in your 
choice. We are concerned left through inattention 
to the gofpel, and its divine ordinances, you perifh 
in your fins. We befeech you to call to mind that 
in this world you are' to form charafters which you 
will carry with you into the other ; that God hath 
appointed a day in which he will judge the world 
in righteoufnefs ; that all have finned and come 
fhort of the glory of God ; that in Jefus Chrift there 
is falvation, and in none other ; that this'falvation 
is obtained only through repentance toward God 
smd fcuth in Chrift, wrought by the Holy Spirit oper- 
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adng in the ufe of means. Thefe means ire the of^ 
dmances of religion ; efpectally the preaching of th^ 
word. ** Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God." 

We briefly bring into your view thefe moft im- 
portant truths, and affedionately recommend them 
to your moft ferious confidetation. We pray you 
not to flight them, for they concern your. everIa(Hng 
life. * Work while it is day ; for the night cometh 
wherein no man caju work." 
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APPENDIX. 



A tiftlfil^ HISTORY OF THE SOCIETY f Oft 
PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL. 

1 HE &)ciety for propagating the Gofpdl among 

' the Indians and others in North Americaj having thought h 

expedient to have ammaUy a fermon delivered before thecny 

deem it proper, that their firft anniverfary difcourfe ihoujid 

be accdmpanied with fome accomit of their inftitution. 

In the yestf 1762, a niimber 6f gentlemen dflociated with 
* defign to eftablifh a Sbdety for the pi'oiiiotibn of Chriftiaa 
knowledge } ♦ jaid for this pmpofe collefted a confiderablef 
fund, and obftained i&*om the gdvemment of' the province an aA 
^ incorporation. This aA was not fan£Honed by the King, 
and was of eourfe void. The benevolent and pious defigns o^ 
the infant Society b^ing thus unfortunately fruftrated, theif 
funds were returned to the original donors, th^ zeal abated^ 
and their efforts ceafed^ 

In the year 1787, a ntimbei' of gentkmeii in Bofton and 
its vicinity, received a commiffion firom the Society in Scot-- 
land for promoting Chriftian knowledge, to fuperintend funds, 
which they had devoted to the purpoie c^ (chriftiamzing the 
Indians in this country. The Board of Conuniffionersi em^ 
ulous to co-operate with their foreigti bretbreni in a taufe 
fo benevolent and honorary to the ChrifUan charadber, not 
only as their agents, but alfo as principals, by raifing fimd^ 
in America for the like piirpofe, reeved the plan which had 
proved abortive in X7<$2, tod formed theziiielves into a foci- 
ety fimilar to that in Scodand« At iheit reqiieft they were 
incorporated by an a£l of the Legiflature in November, 1787, 
bnd liiider that aA, otpxized the December following* 
E 

* See airkf aeteeriiiit ef the Sodetf draws up hf^hfikwtdsr, and puW 
tkkcd ia 2797» bj tbdr Secretarf, tbcilau lUv. Dor. TsATesta. 



Digitized by 



Gpogl^ 



( 34 > 

To raife funds neceSay to carry into efifeft ttie defign of 
their inftitution ^ms their next otjeik To this end they ob- 
tained from the LegilUttiare a Mef for a cOUefdbn m all the 
congregational chtnrches thioughout the ftate. The amount 
of thefe collections was left dual was expe£bed« being only 
i^6i dolls, A private fubicription among the members of 
die Society^aiKi other ^ou» aad benevolmt peifonsj ftoymi 
more proAiflhre. It is wkh pleafiire wc n»ntion as among 
the fiurft and moft generous contributors to the funds of the 
Society, the names of the Honorrfjle John Alford, James^ 
SowDOiN, Efq. afterward Governor of the Commonwealths 
-Moses Gill, Efq* afterward Lieutenant-Governor, Wil^ 
LXAM Hyslop, Efq. the Honorable Samuel Dexter, Efq. 
the Honorable Thomas Russell, EiEq. the Honorable Jona^ 
THAN Mason, the Honorable William Phillips, Ebei^ 
'ezerStorer, Efq, and lately the Reverend EliaKim Wyi^- 
"LYs. In thefe ways the fimds of the Society have increajfed, 
fo that in May^ i8oj, they amounted to DoUs, COfc 



yfeMkig an annual income of i>i45 83 
This income is excluiive of the annual grants made Xo the 
Society by the Legiilature, no part of which has been added 
io the princip^, but expended as income. 
- ITie largeft bene&dor to the Society was Ae Honorabfc 
JbHN Alford, Eiq. of Charleftown. In his laft will he de« 
irife4 ^ ^^Tg^ (vtm ol money to be devoted to the purpofe of 
^rtadihg the knowledge of the golpel among the Heathen. 
His executor, Richarb Carey, Efq. of Charleftown, upon 
the mftttution-of this Society, transferred to them to be appii- 
•d agr(aeabiy to the pious intentions of the donor, the fum of • 

Dolls. Cti. 
10,675 ^* 



Yielding at prefent an annualincomj^ .cf \ 497 46 

The income of a part of the funds of the Society, is sqp^ 

propriated to ameliorate the civil, moral, and religious con- 

dicuyl of the IiKfiaiis. « ki the £{^ai of thisr money, t^e 
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'Sodety have confuked the beft interefts of the Indians. 
They aflSliin the fupport of the Rev. Mr. Mayhew of MaiCr 
*tha*s Vineyard, Mr. Hawley of MarOipee, and Mr. Saj- 
geant of New-Stockbridge> all of .whom are MiffiQDarie& tp 
the Indians. On Martha's Vineyard they fupport a numb^ 
of finall fchools for Indian children. The Society hav« alio 
fiBnifhed to the fchools which are iupported by other moans Tf. 
Marfhpee, Oneida, and New-Stockbridge, books, paper, and 
every neceflary. Believing that to civQize th«fe people if 
one great and neceflary ftep towards chriftiamzing them, the 
Society have fuppUed the Indian inhabitants of New-StocW 
bridge whh many implements of hufbandry, fych as plough^i 
4^ains, and hoes. They have aflifted them in building fchooU 
houfe* and a houfe for their minifter ; and they have defiray*^ 
ed the e:I^nfe of printing the Aflembly*s Catechifm, which 
had been tranflated iito the language of thefe Indians. The 
8<5ciety have alfo been careful to diftribute books upon pious 
^d pra^ftical fubjeAs, in fuch numbers as they thofUght e^cpt- 
dient and ufeful. In this way, &om the firft eftabliihment of 
t£e inftitution, to 17979 the Indians received 38 Bibles, 84 
Teftaments, 150 Spelling-Books, 85 Primmers, 48 Watts's 
Pfalms and Hymns, 1 8 Pfalters, and 79 other books, amoimt- 
ing in the whole to 544. 

« Notwithftanding the difcouragements which have attend- 
ed almoft all the attempts to chriftianize the Indians, the So* 
cietyfeel it to be their duty ftill to continue them. Their 
funds will not admit of fending MiJEonaries into diftant parts 
of the continent, or to feek out tliofe nations of Indians who 
are wholly unconnefted with the white inhabitants. TTieir 
attempts are confined to thofe tribes interfperfed among the 
white inhabitants, or in their neighbourhood. The wi{h of the 
Society is to propagate and cherifh the fpirit of Chriftianity 
in the minds of thefe people, and, as th^ir meaps and oppor- 
tunity wiOi admit, gradually to diffeminate Chriftian knowU 
edge among more diftant tribes. 

« That part of the funds of the Society, which is not 2q>* 
propriated fblely to the Indians, together with the annual 
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grams of tbe Legiflatar^ have beea expanded Isy tli«fgi|f»t» 
I7 ia purchafing fchool-books, atid books -of pi^ a^ devo* 
tionj which have been diftributed amopg the poor inhabit*: 
acts fai the Diftria of Maine. This diftribotion has \fes» 
fo^owed with th^ beft efTeds. Children have had the means 
of inftrudtion, and perfons in more adyanced life have had 
the ferious impreflibns^ early made upon their minds, revived 
luid ftrength^ned^ ^vdiich they WQidd otherwife have been in 
great danger of loiing iQ places where they caonot enj<yy the 
advantage of attending upon the public inftitutions and oiv 
dinances of Chriftianity."* In profeoitioo of thefe felutary 
purpofes, the Society, fince the year 1787, have purclurfed 
•nd diftributed (except a few remaining on hand fi^ the £une 
purpofe) 6q7 Bibles, 1151 Teftameitts* 1649 Spellii^-Pooks, 
9oi Ffalters, 2319 Primmers, 140 Watts's BMms and 
Hymns, 768 of Doddridge's Rife and Pgogrefi of R^igion in 
the foul, and 9898 other books, moftly pamphlets, but many 
large suid valuable treatifes, making in the whole (if we in^* 
dude what were given tQ the Indians) I7,3S14. Some of 
thefe boo]^ bzve been given to the Society, in copfyqamce of 
their pub(ickly ^quefting the aid of pious Mid charitable per«» 
fons m effeitiug the porpofes rf their incorporaticm. 

<< Their objedl is not to efiabliih modes and forms 6f£iith]| 
pprtQ propagate any priY?*e or party fyftemsj but to promote 
the interefts of true religion, and bdng men to know and obey 
« the truth as it is in Jefus/' * 

The other part of the unappropri^ed incon^ of the SocU 
ety, together with the annual gr9nts of the Legiflature, have 
been expended in fnpporting Mi^Bonaries in thofe parts of the 
Diftrift of Maine, including the Ifjes of Shoals, whofe in-, 
habitants have not the ability to procure and maintain the 
iregular ordinances of religion. They contribnte ptte bundttd 
Jollwrs a year to l^e falary pf a ftated Inftru{h»r on the liles 
of Shoals, and annually employ two or three Mi£5onaries for 
l^eral months in the fummer and antunm, to vifit the defti* 

• py. THATCEFii'i «* Brief Ac?ov|it," ^^ 
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firtt ftfts of iSmt^ to preach to tlie peqfle, to tdmintftir 
the Chriftiaii ordinances^ to catechife their ch9(lren» and to 
diftribute amopg them Biblesj Teftans|^s, religious tra£b and 
fij^ocd-books*' From the journals of the Miffionaries^ and 
the corroborating teftimony of individuals Uving in that part 
C^ the Commonwealth, the etk&s of tbdfe eSbrts to pro* 
mote the beft happinefs of thefe destitute people, have been 
fuch as toanfwer every reafoQUble e3^)eAation| and abundant- 
ly to encourage their continuance aod increafe* 

The gentl^nen employed in thefe miffion3> have in allin« 
ftances, but one, been ordained Minifters, either perfonally 
known to the Society, or recommended by peribns in whom 
they could ^ce c£«&ience« 

« The people have attended upon their miniftrations with 
l^^at readings and apparent fatis£i£ld<m» They have admin- 
iHered the ordinance of the Lord's Supper, and baptized 
great nimib^rs of children, and many adults. In feveral 
places they have gathered churches, and in more have eftab* 
lifhed and confirmed habits of regard ^o the duties and offi- 
ces of neligicm which were before formed. "Their difcourfes 
and their converfiition have tended to check the progreis of 
€9Tor and vio^and to con&m th^ waverings Fulland grate- 
fill teftimonials have been received by the Society £rom many 
places on thefe fubje£ts$ and earneft requefts prefented to 
them, that they would ccmtinue their attentions of this kind.*** 

The field of uf^fulnefs m this quarter is already very ex- 
tenfive, and enlarging as the population ejctends into the wil- 
demefs. The means of the Sodety fidl far fhort of ^ de^ 
mands of thefe hardy, enta-pri^g, and deferving fi^llow-dti^ 
zens and ldM^-immortals«» 

The Sodety have it in omtemplation, ihould their funds 
•dnnt, to aid in the eftabliihment and fiqipertof febods, in . 
thefe towns where th^e are but few inhabitants, and dide 
few Wt in drcmnftaoces to ^pport a teadier. It will be their 
Mm to feleft as inftrudinrs of fuch ichools, men (^ piety, ex-^ * 
perience, and other requifite qualifiqdbns, to lead in reUg« 
ious fervices on the Lord's day ; that fo parents and aiildr^ 

• Pr. TuATcmaU «* 6ricf Aocouot/' ^ 
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fli^ilarivebeaaStitwidiArlaboaei. One ef die Sotieejr^ 
pIiBdbsiMs h Ipendtt^ the jvacnt winter ^ hi uus fnanner^ 
fef way ef experii&eni» The phn of inftititfing fndi fchools 
lias been propoled to the tn haJ ii tants of fbme of the towns> 
iad eadraGed by them with eagemefi and gratitude. 
- Id Aefe way« the Society have expended^ and propoCe in 
Atnre, to empioy their funds. Confdoos that thdr views 
ire dififlteie fted, and that their plans are deiign^ to pro* 
mote the public good, and the moral and religious interdls 
of a: part of the community who have peculiar claims to our 
Aar t tdble and benevolent attention, they with confidence fb- 
Kck the continued patronage of the Government, and the 
flddof thofe pious, benev<dent, and patriotic individuals whom 
God hadi falefled wxdi afflu^Eice. 

« The views of the Society, widi rofpefl: to the manner 
ki which their miffions fliould beccmdi^bed, win appear from' 
At foOowing* copy of the inftniAioas which are regularly' 
pfm IP sdl dieir BiGffiooaries, in2. 

« To A- B. MbEmary, &c. 

« Rev. Sip, 

^ Tom win pleale to attend, during your mifBon, to die 
fcH ew A Bg inflru£ti(»is, adopted by the Sodety for propagat- 
ing die Gofpel among the Indians and others in North-Am^« 
ica, and given to all their Miffionaries. 

w lurft. Too win improve every opportunity of giving 
-^Hprrate and pi4)lic religious inftru6tions to the obje£b of your 
raiffioo. Ton win not fufier a day to pafs, during th^ con^ 
tiawance of it, without attempts of this Idnd. 

^ Secondly, You win be careful to fpend as Httle tim^ as" 
jn^feUe in places where die people enjoy die cnndinances erf 
reSgiofu Thofe who are widioot thefe privileges, the poor 
afid the deftitnte, are die obje£b(rf your miflSon. 

« Tldrdly. You win not accept of any reward from thofe 
to whcna you mtnifter, excepting neceflary fupport. tet the 
ge^ b0 j»eache4 fredy. 
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« Fourthly- Tou wiU not, during yQUrr4iQiflian,^ttto^ 
the purchafe of lands^ of any other tdgiizr bufinefs, left the; 
people ihould luppofe that ymi^arf ^ov^ed Ji>y istexefted^ 
motives hi copung among them. « 

<< Fifthly. You wUl keep a daily journal^ fipiQ the time 
of your lefti^g h<»i^ of your psoceedings, particid^^ly a lift 
of the baptifins which you fuay adminifter, and an ea^aA acn 
count of the manner in which you diftrtt>ute the books eo* 
trufted to your car^. The Society wifh you the prefeuce an4. 
Ueffing of Ileaven ; and In their name I fubfcribe myfelf 
Your, &c. , . 

E. F. Secretary. C D. Prefident*'* . 

« The Society fubmit the above account of the manner' 
in which they have difchargwd their truft, to their fellow-citW 
zens. They may* have erred irt their judginerit, but Aey 
laioir that their intuitions have been pure. 'Rkey a& the 
prayers of all good men, that the bleiling of Heaven ioif^ 
crown thdr endeavours with luccefi.*'* 

* Dr. T«AT€BiR*t « Brief Acc»ii«t,** Ac 
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Xianes <f' Missionaxzss who have been employed and 
paid in part or wholly by the Society. ' ' 

RotL ZACHARtAH MATHEWT 

GD5EON HAWLET iMiJJionaries dthong_. 

§AMUEfc KIRRLAND | JncUans. 

50HN SARGEANT J • , 

ReV. i)ANl£L LITTLE, 1791 to ^94 
Mr. ABIEL ABBOTT, (candidate) 1791 
Rev:. JAME9 LYG*r, do. 1793 

SAMUEL Mc CLKITOCK, D;d. 1792 

peter holt, 1792 
:levi frisbie, 1792 
john thompson, 1793 
eli forbes, 1793 
samuel eaton, 1794 & 179^ 
joseph thaxter, 1794 
alfred johnson, 1796 
john strickland, 1796' 

PAUL COFFIN, 1796 » i«bo 

ALEXANDER Mc LEAN, 179s aid fmccj 

SAMUEL READ, 1799 

SETH PAYSON, 1802 

BENJAMIN CHADWICK, 18(03 to '4 

EDMUND EASTMAN, 1803 



?• 
^ 






Rev. JACOB EMERSON, 1799 

Mr. JOSIAH STEVENS, 1801 and fince 



IJej of Shoals. 



Lift of Benefaddrs U the Society^ 

COMMONWEALTH, coUeaedby Brief, DoUs;Cts. 

exclufive of Grants, - - 1561 i 

Hott. John Alford, Eiq- * - 10,675 18 

William Htslop, Efq. - - 27S4 67 

Hon. WaLiAM Phillips, iJEq. - - 1000 

Hon. Jambs Bowdoin, Efq. - - . 1156 67 

HoiL Thomas Russell, Efq. - - - 677 50 

Hon. Moses GvLl, Efq. • * - 333 34 
F 
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Dp]]f.Ct8, 

Ebenezer Stor$&9 Efq, n >« t 75 

Hon. Jonathan Masc^^^ Efq, . -» - 345 3^ 

Ifon. Samuel Dexter, £fq. ..r 1- ,156 8«» 

Rev. Eliakim Willis, ,. - r 200 

David S. GREENoyoH, ETq, «• »- .100 

APerfm uvktwvm^ r -j » « r 40 



^be Jollo^in^ Gentlemen have contrib^tfi fioof^ fir 

(^/tributimf 
Mr. J. MtJNROE 
Rev. William Woodbrxdc^ 
Hon. Benjamin Austin, Xf<jt 
Thomas Wallet, Efq. 
Mr. Hudson 
Nicholas Pike, Efq. 

Mr. EfiEN^ZER Fo^TEl^ 

Col. John Botle 

Mr. Nicholas Baowif 

Rev. Joseph Jackson . 

Mr. James White 

Mr. John Kneeland 

Rev. Eli Forbes 

Mr. John Pearce 

Meflrs. Thomas £5* Andrews 

Mei&s. West £5* Gw^enleai 

Mr. John West 

Mr. Ebenezer Larkin 

Meflrs. W. P. &f L. Blake 

l^^flxs. Manning £s* Loring 



OFFICERS of the Societt for the Tear 1803, 
Hoa. JAMES SULLIVAN, ISc^. Prefdmt 
Hon. OLIVER WENDEILL, Efq. Vice^Prefident 
EBENEZER STORER, Efq. Treafur^r 
Rev, JOHN ELIOT, D. d. rtce^Treafurer 
|lev JEDIDIAH MORSE, d. d. Secn^ary 

. Rf V. ABIEL HOLMES, J^ant Secretary 
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fief. SIMEON HOWARD, d. d. ^ 
Rev. JOHN LATHROP, d d. 
Rev. JOSEPH ECKLE Y, d. a 
WILLIAM PHILLIPS, Efq. 
Mr. SAMUEL SALI^URT 
Rev. JEDmiAH MORSE, o. n 



*$eli£f Qmrnm^^ 



Tie foUawing is a Lift of all the Members of fh 
SocjMrr^ frtm its firft inJiituHon. A Jiar is prf* 
fixed to tb^ names of ike deceafed* 

* Nathaniiel Apl^^on, 1SS<\, 

* R^v. Jeremy Belknap 

* Hon. James Bowdoin, Efq^ 
Alden Bradford, Efq^ 

^ RiqWd Cary, Efq. 

^(ni, Ridugrd Crandi j%. 

* Rev. John Qajrke, P. % 
» Hon. Frands Dana 

Hon^ Thorns Dawes 
Rev. Jdeph Eckley, p. Bf 
John Eliot, d. b^ 
Nathan^ Smmipns^ p. p. 
Rev. Levi Frifbie 

* His Hopw Mofes Gill, Efq. (<») 
Pavid S. Ckeenough, Efq. 

* Rev. Timothy Hilliard 
Rev. Abi^l Hohnet 
Simeon Howard, d«p. 

* William Hyflop, JEfq. 
Mr. David Hyflpp 

. Rev, John La$bii)p, p. »• 
♦Thomas Le^?, Efq, 
Hon. Bj^i^amip lincohi, Efi}^ 

* Rev, JJtoif 1 LMf 

* Hon. John Lowell, Efq. 

* Hon. Jonathan Mafon, Efq. 
Rev. Jedidiah Morfe, j>.d. 
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JleV. Elijah Eariflj — . • ■ -,■: ■ ^ . . 

* Rev. Phillips PayfQn>^D.«^ , 

Eliphalet Peaffon,L^i^ ^mm^.^^'^^^^ii^^ 
miy afild-Oiriental Lanpias^at4Jlft£f^ Uflg^g^ 
'^Htyn. WilH^ PlulSps^EJ^. \ , . : 

William Phil|ps, JBfip .v, .....? 

Rev. Eliphakt Porter , 

.vMrt;Sf(!g8^et,SalUb«qr y.\. \\ ,. ;''*. 

Ebenezer Storerj^- Eiq* - % ,, *; .7. 

Hon. James Sullivan, Efcu , , , ^ 

* His Excellency Increaft Suhine^. ETq. ^ ^"^^ ^ 

* Rev. David Tappan, d^d. Hollis ^ofeJoK^/%!^l^^^ 
*Peta- Thatcher, d.di (^) * \' . : '"^;': 
Hon. Cotton Tufts, Efq. *^ * ' . ^'^ 
Hon. Dudley A. Tyng^ Efc^,' ;;^ • " '\ . 
Hdft. Oliver WendeU ' " * *. 
Rev. Samuel Weft, d. K ^ 
Mr. James White ^]^ " ' 

♦Rev. Edward Wlgglefworth, tr..^. HpLt'is; iH-j^^Sr 

5/^ Divinty. 
Ebenezer Wight, Efq. 
Rev. Jofepk Willard^ D.b. LL.b. Preftdent of Haiytard 

College, 
Samuel Williams, ll.b. 
Mr. William WoodbHdge 



Form of a BE^Mf or LMG^dCfr* 
Item — ^I give and bequeath the fum of 

to The Society for propagaiihg the Gojpl armn^the 
Indians afid oihers in North^Americe^ to Be appKed eithw 
to the general objeQs of the mftitution, wto fuch pMtitu- 
lar purpofes, confiftenjS vrith thefe obje^fe^-ats- Ae doiiOT may 
think proper. 

(a) Prclid«i)ttl the Society friqn \19^^,y %i\\ Kis dcfjli ii» 179^ , 
{b) Secretary of ^e Society from its eftabliHiment till hk dcatk 
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